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Totem Acoustic Rainmaker Loudspeaker

Wayne Garcia

ince Buzzese, the main brain behind Mk

similarly priced modelsofn other manufactns, as well as
attractive enough to easily blend into most lidoms.

The $950/pair Rain-maker stdm&latest in a series oier
bookshelf-sized models, though like most such small monitors it
sounds its best not on a shelf but on a rigid dedicated stand (such
as Dtemown T4S), and placed somewhat anawélls. (See
last issus@pecial section @om acoustics for detailed tips on
speaker setup.)

One stdling thing about the Rainmaker is that while
Totem©lager models aralmost unifonly a little light in the
bassegion, bottom-end power is one of the Rain@akett
est stengthsNand this, mind you,ofn quite a small box. It
remains to be heawhether or not this signals a sea-change in
Bruzzesehinking about speaker design, or if instead he just
wanted to make a ballsy little speakarwhatever the case |
remain a bit taken aback by the Rainr®aKewerend
response. While | listened to Bige@estMedcellfElektra],
fat globules of synthesized bass seemed to plop itnthe r
with surprising depth and nemavitational dynamic f@,
without, as so many small monitors do, ballooning at
100D120Hz to fool the ear into thinking éé@moe OtheO
there. In my oom, and with many ¢bfent ecoded instu-
mentsNdums, electric and acoustic basses, grand piano,
omganNthe Rainmaker confidently delagits rated low-to-
mid-40 cycleasponse. The mid/woofer is only 5.5", after all,
though its multilayer &ated-paper cone is evidently as Oultra-
lightO as the company claims, and the vented cabinet-is a stur
dy, seriously braced little thing. If the Rainmakee wear 10d
say it would be a souped-up Mini Cooper S.

This surprising weight in the bass leads to other equally
strong vitues. Not only does the Rainmaker have a fullness not
often heaf from small speakers (I never felt the need to add a
subwooferfor instance, though no doubt some will), but when
this is combined with its @eise imaging and lack of boxiness,
one also gets the feeling of listening to a mugr Besign.

The song OMowhGradle,Oofn Medulla shows 6fBjsrké®
creamy-rich voice and the edtfa¢ricelandic ChoiHere the
Rainmaker sounds like a medium-sized floorstanding model,

otem Acoustic, will tell you that designing andwith bottom fequencies seemingly plungingtigh the floor
building speakers thakaafordable Osoul moversO isand voices and other sampled sounds floating high above, out

his company®aison d@-trThose familiar with
Totem®16-year histprwould be harpressed to gue with
him. The Btem models 1Ove Heae all quite musically
engagingNthe Osoul movingOtNes well as aoss-the-
boad terific values, &ring lots of listening pleasuor the
dollar And to show that good sound neecm@pete with
good design,ofem speakerseaelatively small compat to

side, and behind the small enclsuAnd with RavslCa
Valse[Skiowaczewski/ Minnesota, Mobile Fidelity Hybrid
SACD], the Rainmaker sounds bigger stillNwith the full
breadth of the ohestra unfolding ass the tmt of the oom,

well beyond the speaRdmy boundaries. Depth is excellent,
too, with a sting suggestion of layering and goodly amounts
of air sumunding individual instments. Like all things
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audio, these spatial illusions aome Neil Gader CommentstOmingen ments playing in this octavegion
thing of a Omagic trick,0 but that oferal aggement with WG as to theopr seemed mergeneralized, as if tledlax
course is one of the things that makegious sengths of this talented little natue of the cabinet or the i@tuning
this hobby so damn much fun. monitor However ther ae two agas wee overlaying @sonance on the tim
Hand-in-glove with the Rainma®er whee | depafto a degeefwith  bre of the instrent. Not a deal &ak
low-frequency dynamics goes its unifor Wayne. IgJaults in theseems that made er mind you, but at higher volumes it
dynamic voicing.ouOll ceinly hear it the Rainmaker something less than thevas sometimes a distraction. As an aside,
with a wide-ranging piece like the Ravelmagical experience | typically enjoy withl had the opptunity to experience
and also with welecoded pck such as  Totem loudspeakers. First, the Otouch @btem® Thunder subwoofer ast fdr
Wilco®a ghost is bdNonesuch]. As drynessO and @pad qualityd he the Rainmaker multichannel system in
with live instuments and voices, but not describes in the upper midsenistract ~ TPV 55. | unhesitatinglyecommend it
always our speakers, the Rainmakeng for me. For example, during OThdor those intested in going the sub/sat
impels air into theoom with impessive  Neaness of auO Come way Vith Me routeNtruly a seamless fpership. K
consistency as it goesrfrsoft to loud to  Blue Note], Norah JonesO head-voice had
louder Though the speaker will eventu an addedush of lower éble engy and
ally hit a volume/dynamic ceiling, it hassome mild sibilance. Still the Rain- SPECIFICARIONS
the ability to poject ballooning volume make® peformance stick a smooth  Type: 2-ay, bass reflex Obookshel© monitor
(as in size and space, not loudness) irowerall middle-range tonal balance-elicii Drivers: 1" tweeter, 5.5" mid/bass
way 10m not sutOve heldrefoe fom a  ing natural octave transitionenfr the ~ Fequency Response: 42HzD20kHz
monitor speakerhis, it seems to me, is piano and aeasonably weighty lower Impedance: 4 ohms
one of theeasons it can sound so conmidrange that suggested thedoith of ~ Sensitivity: 87.5d8
vincingly scaled no matter what type ofthis instumentsoundbodrand pedal. — Dimensions: 6.8" x 14" x 9"
music | played over it. In the upper octaves however the piar VWeight: 12 Ibs.
| wasrtGurprised to hear an excel became a little too jdgicking some har
lent midrange &m the Rainmakeas monic bloom and richness. OJust For WGOS ASSOCIED EQUIPMENT
this is the a¥a in which midget speak ThrillO Pne On Qi@hesky] took on a  Clearaudio Master Solution tumtable; Tri-
ers traditionally excel.oWals and drier cooler tonality thaemoved some ~Planar Vil toneam; Cardas Myttle Heart car-
instuments come ags naturallyvith of the fleshy tactile OfeelO that should ' tridge: Manley Steelhead phonostage:
a wam tonal balance and good detail.noticeable each time a piano key i Balanced Audio Bchnology VK-D5 CD plger;
Thee®no aificial brightness or etch struck. This characteristic sometime: Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 21 DAC; BAT VK-
hele. What theg is, howevgis a touch shifted my attention back to the speake 300x SE and Edge G3 integrated amplifies;
of diyness that lies somevehér the It was at times like these that | consid Hamonic Technology Magic Link intercor
upper midrange. The air funneling eed whether the® a bit too much nects and Magic Tweeter speaker cables;
through a flute, c&in vocal gquen tweeter in the Rainmakdp be candid, Stillpoints ESS and Finite Elemente OSpiderO
cies, bowed violins, have a somewhaity listening bias allies with domes of th: equipment racks; ASC Tbe Taps; Richard
parched quality to them. $@ot fatal, soft cloth varietand despite its detailing ~ Gra/®Power Compary 400S and 600S and
by any means, but | did experience iprowess, the aluminum unit in the Fuutech e-TP8O pover conditioners
with different associated gear and bottRainmaker was a bit too clinical for my
analog and digital smas. The speak taste. In most other instances, hoyevi NGOS ASSOCIED EQUIPMENT
er® other minor flavesides in the ver  the Rainmaker flermed a viual disap Sota Cosmos Series IIl tuntable; SME V pick-
top of the high-Bquency speatn, pearing act@m the soundstage. up arm; Shure V15VxMR catridge; Simaudio
whee things like ride cymbals, elec | think Wayne is spot oregading Equinox, Sony DVP-9000ES; Magnum Dynalab
tronically sampled tones, and triangleshe Rainmak@ surprising lowdguen MDQ0 Tuner; Plinius 8200 Mk2 integrated
sound detached ofn the whole; cy extension and dynamics. This speal amp; Nordost Blue Heaven cabling, Wirevorid
indeed, they sometimes OappearO to deesn@neely pay lip seice to bassN  Silver Electra & Kimber Rilladian power cords;
floating in their own space, somewheracoustic, electric, or othiese. This is  Richard Gry line conditioners
above the main musical event. Thesgenuine 40-cycle no-holdsredr per
are, mind you, elatively minor com  formance that even made some friends MANURRCTURER INFORMAON
plaints with a speaker that has so much slack-jawed, ¥y E. Coyote double- TOTEM ACOUSTIC
else toecommend it. take. ‘¢t this also leads me to my secor9165 Rue Champ DOEau
On the whole the Rainmaker is anreseration. It egads a mid-bassgni Montreal, Quebec, Canada H1P 3M3
outstanding small monitarith a pow  nence attributable at least intparthe  (514) 259-1062
efful set of viues that, for this listener pot/enclosie. During complex musical wwwtotemacoustic.com
anywayoutweighs its few flaws. passages the unique characters of insiPrice: $900; stands, $475
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